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School Librarians and The United Nations 


October, 1955, is the tenth anniversary olf the founding of the United 
Nations. The October issue of the ALA Bulletin is a United Nations 
issue, and includes articles by William R. Roalfe, Chairman, ALA Inter- 
cultural Action Committee, Maurice Pate, Executive Director, UNICEF, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Jean E. Crabtree, ALA Observer to the United 
Nations, Raynard C. Swank, Director, Stanford University Libraries, 
Frank M. Gardner, UNESCO's Consultant to the Delhi Public Library, 
Luther Evans, and Jean K. Taylor, Chief Reference Librarian of the 
Queens Borough Public Library. All of the articles will be of interest to 
school librarians, but two articles have particular significance—The ALA 
and the UN, by Jean E. Crabtree, and The Library, The Communiity, 
The United Nations, by Jean K. Taylor. Miss Crabtree, who is a school 
librarian, describes the role of the school library and the small public 
library in interpreting the work of the United Nations to children and 
young people, and Miss Taylor's article lists some suggestions for 
program materials. School librarians who would like to select: new 
materials for their UN collections, or to plan special exhibits or pro- 
erams, will find these articles of value. The United Nations needs very 
much the assistance of every school librarian in developing in boys and 
girls an understanding of the value of its work for world peace, and the 


need for our continuing support. 











The School Library and the White 
House Conference on Education, a 
brochure of the addresses by Clint 
Pace, Director of the White House 
Conference, Jordan L. Larson, Su- 
perintendent of Schools, Mount Ver- 
non, New York, and Benjamin L. 
Smith, Superintendent of Schools, 
Greensboro, North Carolina, given at 
the general meeting of the American 
Association of School Librarians, dur- 
ing the conference of the American 
Library Association, Philadelphia, 
July 5, 1955, has been printed by the 
Grolier Society, with a foreword by 
Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean, President, 
AASL. The brochure is ready for 
distribution on request, in single 
copies, or quantity, free of charge, 
from the American 
School Librarians, 50 


Association of 
East Huron 


Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


The Dependents Schools Branch, 
Headquarters U. S. Air Forces in 
Europe is considering the employ- 
ment of a School Library Supervisor 
for Dependent Schools, for Air Force 
activities located in the United King- 
dom, on continental Europe, and in 
North Africa. The salary will depend 
upon the qualifications of the appli- 
cant. The duty station will probably 
be in Wiesbaden, Germany. 

Applicants should have a degree in 
Library Science from an_ institution 
accredited by ALA and at least five 
years experience in school library 
work, including not than two 
years at the supervisory level. Inter- 
ested applicants should forward com 
pleted form 57's in duplicate and a 
recent snapshot to the Chief, De- 
pendents School Branch, Hq. USAFE, 
DCS Personnel, APO 633, New York. 
New York. 
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Our meetings at Philadelphia were 
interesting and profitable, and we 
hope you enjoy reading the reports 
of the programs and business meet- 
ings in this issue of SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES. Our Philadelphia co- 
chairmen, Miss Dorothy P. Nassau 
and Dr. Lillian Batchelor, and the 
members of their committees, worked 
very hard on the planning, and we 
owe them heartfelt thanks for the 
fine meetings and hospitality which 
they provided for us. Miss M. Bernice 
Wiese and her committee are to be 
commended for the excellent panel 
and discussion group meetings on 
“The Superior Student and the Li- 
brarian.” We are also indebted to 
Dr. Frances Henne and her co-work- 
ers for the inspiring and practical pre- 
conference at Columbia University, 
on the production and promotion of 
children’s books, and to Miss Olive C. 
DeBruler for her work, and the ef- 
forts of the Audio-Visual Committee, 
on the Audio-Visual Institute. To all 
our Committee members and _pro- 
gram participants—our most sincere 
appreciation. 

AASL is pleased especially that the 
proposal of the Standards Committee, 
for the revision of School Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow, was ap- 
proved by the ALA Executive Board, 
and we look forward to the work on 
this revision, when funds have been 
obtained for its support. I hope you 
saw the favorable press notices of the 
School Library Bill of Rights in the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin and in 
the New York Herald Tribune. 
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I know that all members will join 
with me in expressing appreciation 
to Miss Day for her fine accomplish- 
ments for AASL during her term as 
President, and will read her report in 
this issue with keen interest. We are 
happy to welcome Mrs. MacBean as 
our new President, and Dr. Batchelor 
as our Vice-President and President- 
Elect. We know they will make out- 
standing prolessional contributions to 
AASL. 

AASL has a spacious new office at 
Headquarters—on the second floor— 
and we hope you will stop to visit us 
when you are in Chicago. Be sure to 
come when I am at home! A happy 
and rewarding school year to you all 
-—and be sure to send an account of 
your stimulating experiences with 
children, teachers, books and mate- 
rials for publication in SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES. Our editor, Norris Mc- 
Clellan, would like very much to re- 
ceive your manuscripts, so that 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES can become a 
significant professional journal, and 
an instrument for the exchange ol 
new concepts and methods in the 
school library field. 





“Ler’s READ More!” is the slogan 
for the 37th nnnual National Book 
Week, November 13-19, sponsored 
by the Children’s Book Council. 
The Council has a variety of ma- 
terials for the celebration of Book 
Week. Get a complete list of the 
aids from The Council, 50 West 
53rd Street, New York 19, New 





York. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
NEW PRESIDENT 


MRS. DILLA W. MACBEAN 


There is a log cabin which stands 
on a knoll thirty-five feet above 
Whitefish Lake in the North Woods 
of the state of Wisconsin. Although a 
large clearing was made in the four 
acre tract some fifteen years ago when 
the cabin was built, this little house 
nestles among the stately hardwoods, 
pines and the many other conifer 
trees. The cabin was built as a sum- 
mer cottage for a family of four so 
that the two young boys could enjoy 
the pleasures of the lake and _ this 
beautiful countryside. It is a question 
whether the boys or the parents en- 
joyed most the setting and the joys 
at hand. 


It proved a rendezvous for a very 
busy gal who endeavored to combine 
a career with motherhood, and year 
after year she would find her way to 
the North Woods retreat as the only 
place in the country for her vacation 
and to rebuild a tired body and mind 
and to restore her energies and en- 
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thusiasm for another year of hard 
work directing libraries in a large city 
public school system. Her husband 
loved Dil-don’-jon-mac Lodge with 
more fervor (if that is possible) than 
she. He is a native of the state and 
enjoyed trips to the North Woods 
country from the time he was a boy. 
It was he who commandeered the 
little lady to this section of the coun- 
try following her first summer school 
session of teaching library science 
courses to would-be elementary school 
librarians. It was then the seed was 
planted and the dream of owning a 
spot of their own in these environs 
took hold. 

The cabin was built in 1939 and 
with each successive year improve- 
ments were made. Remodelling took 
place, until now it is a compact year 
round dwelling with an oil furnace in 
the basement, picture windows look- 
ing out on the lake, and an ideal spot 
for those that love an isolated spot. 
Isolated? Not quite! One thousand 
feet from a state highway, a mile and 
a half from the grocery store, six 
miles from Stone Lake, the postoffice 
town and the train, ten miles from 
Hayward, the county seat, 135 miles 
from the famous twin cities, Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul, 90 miles from 
Duluth, Minnesota, and 400 miles 
from Chicago, Illinois. 

Here is where your president is 
going to live this coming year—that 
is, when she is not gallivanting 
around the country to state and na- 
tional library and educational meet- 
ings. Here she plans to shift her en- 
deavors from directing school libra- 
ries in the Chicago Public Schools to 
administering the most provocative 
national organization —none_ other 
than the American Association of 
School Librarians. She is challenged 
by the potentialities and the oppor- 
tunities that confront each member. 
She is aware of the many responsi- 
bilities that rest upon her shoulders 
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in steering the course for the next 
twelve months for the more than 4000 
members. She recognizes that 15,000 
to 20,000 more school librarians 
throughout the country should join 
the association for broader horizons 
in extending their influence in the 
schools in which they serve, for ad- 
vancement in their chosen _profes- 
sion, for support in meeting their 
problems, and for guidance in pro- 
moting the library services within a 
school to their greatest extent. She 
feels each present member needs to 
make a concerted effort in bringing 
these privileges to the attention of 
non-members. 

She would like to feel that each 
member re-examine himself and _ his 
program, establishes new goals ac- 
cording to those of the individual 
school and those stated in professional 
literature of Education, determines 
to make changes for the improvement 
of the library services and to sell this 
new challenging program to his ad- 
ministrator and the faculty. She 
would like to feel that every school 
library takes a step forward in chang- 
ing the concept from the traditional 
library to that of a functional instruc- 
tion materials center. Only by the 
vision and willingness to change will 
the opportunity be given one to build 
a vital composite collection of all 
supplementary aids to the classroom 
and the enriched materials for the 
growth of children and youth. 


These are but a few of the things 
that seem important to your new 
president—but those that are most 
pressing at the moment. She is hon- 
ored in assuming her new duties. She 
realizes full well that she has much 
to live up to by the outstanding per- 
formances of those that preceded her. 
She feels she can give her undivided 
attention to this worthy office and 
hopes that she may meet and talk 
with as many groups within the coun- 
try as time and money permit. 

And so the dream of some fifteen 
years ago is about to come into real- 
ity. The man of the house loves the 
earth and all good things that come 
from it; he loves to putter in his 
workshop which will be transferred 
to the enlarged garage nicknamed by 
him as “my Dog House.” He contem- 
plates working two weeks out of each 
month in the game of selling heavy 
automotive equipment which has been 
his work of the past thirty-five years. 
The boys are young men, Donald 
working in Chicago and John attend- 
ing college after two years in Korea. 
The “little lady” will take over full 
responsibility of domestic cares. When 
she isn’t serving AASL she intends to 
try her hand at writing, to practice 
piano once more, to enjoy the beau- 
ties of nature that abound in the 
North Woods, and to welcome whole- 
heartedly all those who find their 
way to Dil-don’-jon-mac Lodge. Won’t 
you come see me some time? 


AASL PROGRAMS AT THE PHILADELPHIA 
CONFERENCE, JULY, 1955 


At the annual conference of ALA 
at Philadelphia, the American Asso- 
ciation of School Librarians held a 
general meeting, one discussion group 
meeting and a State Assembly break- 
fast. It also sponsored, with the School 
of Library Service, Columbia Univer- 
sity, the Children’s Book Council, and 
the Children’s Library Association, a 
pre-conference at Columbia Univer- 
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sity on the Production and Promo- 
tion of Children’s Books. The Audio- 
Visual Committee participated in the 
pre-conference, the Audio-Visual In- 
stitute, and co-sponsored a program 
of the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification on “A Revised Code of 
Rules for Cataloging.” 

The general meeting was held 
on Tuesday, July 5, at 2:30 P.M. 


School Libraries 








_— eS ae ae ae 








Miss Nancy Jane Day, President, pre- 
sided at the meeting, and the plat- 
form guests, in addition to the speak- 
ers were Mr. L. P. Hoyer, Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Philadelphia, 
Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean, President- 
elect, AASL, and Miss Mary Helen 
Mahar, Executive Secretary. The sub- 
ject of the meeting was: “An Over- 
view of the White House Conference 
on Education,” and the guest speak- 
ers were Mr. Clint Pace, Director of 
the White House Conference, Wash- 
ington, D. C., Mr. Jordan L. Larson, 
Superintendent of Schools, Mount 
Vernon, and past president of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators, and Mr. Benjamin L. 
Smith, Superintendent of Schools, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Mr. 
Hoyer made a short address of wel- 
come. Mr. Pace spoke on “Critical 
Areas in Education’; Mr. Larson on 
“Values from the White House Con- 
ference Anticipated by the School 
Administrator”; and Mr. Smith on 
“What Can School Libraries Contrib- 
ute to These Critical Areas in Edu- 
cation.” (The speeches are summar- 
ized in this issue, and will be printed 
in a brochure by the Grolier Society. 
It will be distributed on request from 
the Headquarters Office.) 

The Discussion Meeting was held 
on Thursday, July 7, at West Phila- 
delphia High School. The subject of 
the discussion was “The Superior 
Student and the Librarian,” and Miss 
M. Bernice Wiese, Supervisor, School 
Libraries, Baltimore, Maryland, pre- 
sided. Dr. Helen C. Bailey, Associate 
Superintendent in Charge of Cur- 
riculum, Philadelphia, was the 
speaker. Dr. Bailey spoke movingly 
of the need to understand the gifted 
child, to respond to his interests, and 
to refrain from insisting on conform- 
ity. She stated that American public 
schools were for many years geared to 
the gifted students, but that in the 
trend of emphasis on the education 
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of the slow or handicapped children, 
of the past twenty or thirty years, 
superior children have been neglect- 
ed. Dr. Bailey emphasized the value 
of books and libraries, and of the 
understanding guidance of librarians, 
to exceptional children. A panel pre- 
senting promising practices with gift- 
ed children, in different types of 
school organizations, followed Dr. 
Bailey’s talk. Following the panel, 
group discussions on the superior 
student and the librarian were con- 
ducted—thirteen groups on the sec- 
ondary level, and five on the elemen- 
tary level. An excellent reading list 
on The Superior Student for libra- 
rians and teachers, was prepared by - 
the School Libraries Department of 
the Baltimore Department of Educa- 
tion, under the direction of Miss 
Wiese, and distributed at the meet- 
ing. (This list is available in single 
copies from the School Libraries De- 
partment of the Baltimore Depart- 
ment of Education, 3 East 25th Street, 
Baltimore 18, Maryland. Please en- 
close ten cents for postage.) Sum- 
maries of the panel and group dis- 
cussions will be made available at a 
later date. 

A very gay and pleasant State As- 
sembly Breakfast was held on Mon- 
day, July 4, at 8:30 A.M. in the Syl- 
vania Hotel (See pg. 7). A roll call of 
the states in each region was made by 
Mrs. MacBean, and the representa- 
tives from these states acknowledged 
the roll call by rising. Mrs. MacBean 
requested that the members of the 
State Assembly send in to the Head- 
quarters Office the place and dates of 
the State School Library Association 
meetings, so that a calendar of these 
meetings could be made. A manual, 
the State Assembly Handbook, was 
prepared by Miss Naomi Hokanson, 
and distributed to the official repre- 
sentatives at the conclusion of the 
breakfast. 








HIGHLIGHTS OF AASL’S GENERAL MEETING* 
TUESDAY, JULY 5, 1955 






From left to right: 


SPEAKERS AT THE GENERAL MEETING 
Mr. Clint Pace, Director, White House Conference on Education; Mr. 





Jordan L. Larson, Superintendent of Schools, Mount Vernon, New York; Mr. Benjamin L. 


Smith, Superintendent of Schools, Greensboro, 
tendent of Schools, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


The broad theme of The White 
House Conference with three major 
speakers interpreting its significance 
for school librarians and educators, is 
a mighty wide field from which to 
glean significant ideas for school li- 
brarians at large. This was our assign- 
ment! Fortunately for us the papers 
are to be printed in full and made 
available for your own study and in- 


terpretation. 
It was a humid afternoon and the 
rapid, meaty presentation of the 


speakers made it difficult to take 
notes. We left the meeting, wonder- 
ing whether our sketchy _hiero- 
glyphics would yield any worthwhile 
thoughts to transmit to you. Now the 
tempering effects of retrospective de- 
liberation seem to offer many high- 
lights worthy of emphasis. 

Mr. Clint Pace, Director of the 
White House Conference, outlined 
first the critical areas of study for the 
Conference. When we told him later 


North Carolina; Mr. L. P. Hoyer, Superin- 


that we surely would like to have a 
class under him, he surprised us by 
saying, “But I’ve never taught a day 
in my life!” Well, all we can say is 
that many people have missed a su- 
perb teacher! His talk mounted to a 
climax like the majestic passage in I 
Corinthians 13. Step by step, he 
searched for his own belief as to the 
most critical area in education today. 
He scrutinized soaring enrollments, 
educational aims, the need for build- 
ings, the shortage of teachers, faulty 
school organization, and _ financial 
problems. But in the last analysis, he 
decided that the most critical need 
was none of these but rather the ne- 
cessity of achieving a much wider 
public understanding of our educa- 
tional system and a much deeper ap- 
preciation for not only what educa- 
tion needs, to do its job, but what a 
terrible price the country will pay if 
we do not provide for the needs of 
our schools. Although we need bet- 


*By Maude Minster, Librarian, Altoona (Pa.) High School and Alice Brooks McGuire, 
Librarian, Casis School, Austin, ‘Texas. 
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ter school buildings, more teachers, 
curriculum revision, and better plan- 
ning and financing, the greatest need 
of all is deeper public understanding. 
Mr. Pace believes that community and 
state conferences by citizens and edu- 
cators, deliberating together, and cul- 
minating in the November White 
House Conference will provide that 
understanding. 

Jordan Larson, Superintendent of 
the Mt. Vernon (N.Y.) Public Schools 
and Past President of AASA, enacted 
the role of a seer. He attempted to 
distill the major values which could 
accrue to the administrator from the 
White House Conference. The very 
fact that President Eisenhower has 
called a conference to focus attention 
on education is probably the greatest 
single thing. He agreed with Mr. Pace 
that the structure of the Conference, 
operating at the local, state and ulti- 
mately the national level is signifi- 
cant. Informed public opinion and 
interest should result. By taking in- 
ventory of the barriers to public edu- 
cation of top quality, we shall be in a 
better position to overcome them. In 
conclusion, Mr. Larson quoted H. G. 
Wells as saying, “Education is a race 
between civilization and catastrophe.” 
Now we are in the midst of this race. 
The White House Conference should 
help us to win it. 

Our response to Benjamin L. 
Smith’s discerning consideration of 
the school librarian’s role in the Con- 
ference is a fervent “Bless you!” Mr. 
Smith, who is Superintendent of 
Schools in Greensboro, N. C., is per- 


fectly at home among school libra- 
rians as well as in a school library. 
He would be just as upset at failing 
to find adequate library facilities in 
a school as you or I. In a masterly 
presentation, he took each area of 
need, discussed by Mr. Pace, and 
translated it into terms applying to 
the school library. “. .. Our new and 
remodeled school buildings should 
include suitable provision for the li- 
brary, more and better school libra- 
rians are needed, the public library 
cannot take the place of the school 
library, classroom libraries will not 
suffice, the scope of service to a mul- 
tiplicity of individual differences calls 
for a wealth of materials of varying 
difficulty, and the public must be 
made to understand the need and 
benefits of libraries so that it will pro- 
vide for the cost of maintaining 
them.” 


Then he put it squarely up to us! 
“On behalf of the school children of 
this great land, and in preparation of 
future citizens of our country, let the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians and their friends see to it 
that the claims of the school library 
are adequately and convincingly pre- 
sented to the White House Confer- 
ence on Education.” 


It would not have been possible for 
anyone in the audience that after- 
noon to go away without feeling that 
the White House Conference was not 
something for us to read about after- 
wards, but to participate in, to con- 
tribute to, and to profit by. 


STATE ACTIVITIES 


SUMMARIZED BY NAOMI HOKANSON 


The regional reports of school li- 
brary activities being carried on 
throughout the country were present- 
ed to a capacity group who gathered 
for breakfast Monday morning, July 
9, at the Sylvania Hotel in Philadel- 
phia. The local committee under the 
chairmanship of Miss Elma Peck, pro- 
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vided attractive favors and table dec- 
orations, and made a very happy occa- 
sion. All reports included interesting 
and varied activities. School library 
standards, certification requirements, 
and organization of student library 
assistants were topics or projects re- 
ceiving the most emphasis at the state 





level. 


Several school library associations 
have provided scholarships for stu- 
dents majoring in library science. In 
Virginia there was the Dickinson 
scholarship; New Jersey provided a 
scholarship for a student enrolled in 
Rutgers; Kansas had established a 
School Librarians’ scholarship for 
graduate study; Washington awarded 
the Georgia Sealoff and Mabel Tur- 
ner scholarships to students in the 
Japan Library School; Ohio and 
Maryland school library associations 
contributed to the Frederic Melcher 
scholarship fund. 

The New England School Library 
Association had a joint spring meet- 
ing with the Connecticut School Li- 
brary Association. Dr. Frances Henne, 
Associate Professor in Library Science, 
Columbia University, talked to the 
group on “Standards for School Libra- 
ries.” Louise Hall Tharp, author of 
the “Peabody Sisters” and “Until 
Victory,” was also a guest speaker. 
Massachusetts School Librarians de- 
vote four of their yearly meetings to 
Book Reviews and Book Discussions. 
The Book Breakfasts are interesting 
because each member brings a ‘Te- 
gret’ purchase to review and com- 
ment upon. af 

Maryland School Librarians As- 
sociation completed its most success- 
ful year. The membership increased 
from 140 to 190 members. Dr. Glen O. 
Blough was guest speaker at their 
spring meeting. Maryland, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Illinois, Minnesota and 
the New England states prepared 
bibliographies of materials to meet 
curriculum needs in their respective 
regions. 

New York School Librarians con- 
tinue to participate in the annual 
Education Day at Syracuse Univer- 
sity. Mrs. Frances Lander Spain talked 
to them on the subject of “TV and 
Books, Children and Youth.” 

The Kentucky Association of 
School Librarians introduced their 
new state school library supervisor to 
their members at the fall meeting. 
Miss Sarah Jones, guest speaker at 


8 





their spring meeting, spoke to their 
organization on “The School Library 
in the Foundation Programs.” Miss 
Mary Helen Mahar was guest speaker 
for the spring meeting of the South 
Carolina librarians. This group has 
also studied the type of service needed 
in school libraries and they have sug- 
gested ways and means to achieve 
such service. 

Tennessee reported progress in 
their school library program; their 
organization says this is the result of 
the efforts of an alert and sympathetic 
state library supervisor. Arkansas has 
two supervisors, one for the elemen- 
tary schools and one for the secon- 
dary schools. The school librarians 
in Arkansas contributed to the Book 
Fair in Little Rock. 

In Texas the school librarians have 
the largest division in the Texas Li- 
brary Association. Texas librarians 
are working with their state super- 
visor in developing a leadership bul- 
letin for school librarians to be used 
in improving school library service. 
Nebraska school librarians are en- 
couraged because their state law re- 
quires higher standards for school li- 
brary service. 

The fifth annual spring conference 
of the Illinois Association of School 
Librarians used for its theme, “The 
School Library—A Changing Con- 
cept.” Dr. Frances Henne, Dr. Philip 
Lewis and Mr. Gregor Felsen devel- 
oped and emphasized the importance 
of giving effective service to students 
and teachers with all types of printed 
and audio-visual materials. 

Michigan Association of School Li- 
brarians have had a good year. Key 
educators in their state recognize their 
organization and its functions. Their 
Association’s paper, “Forward,” is 
going to be copyrighted and it may 
become subscription material. The 
Ohio Association is planning its tenth 
anniversary meeting in Toledo this 
fall. ‘The Iowa Association sponsored 
a Consultants Booth at their ISEA 
convention. Miss Louise Galloway was 
their guest speaker at the fall meeting. 

Indiana School Librarians formu- 
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lated a statement of philosophy of 
school library service and this has 
been given wide distribution to school 
librarians and educational adminis- 
trators in the state. This organiza- 
tion acknowledges with pride the 
work of their colleague, Miss Esther 
Burrin, who has been working with 
the United States Office of Education 
during the absence of Miss Nora 
Buest. 

The State Commissioner of Edu- 
cation has set up a “State Committee 
on the Study and Improvement of In- 
struction in Minnesota.” School libra- 
rians have a member on this commit- 
tee. The Minnesota Association of 
School Librarians is planning a fall 
camp conference and the theme of 
the workshop will be “The School 
Library and the Problem of Evalua- 
tion.” 

Oregon has a young and growing 
school library organization. Their 
main project this year was studying 
the major problems of library service 
in their state. The Nevada Library 


Association has committees preparing 
better standards for both the elemen- 
tary and secondary schools. The 
School Library Association of Cali- 
fornia this year published its “Recom- 
mended Standards for School Libra- 
ries.”” This organization also has com- 
mittees working on a code of ethics 
for school librarians and on the pro- 
posed new school library credential. 

School librarians in Canada report 
that in Ontario six new libraries 
have been started; New Brunswick has 
one hundred or more new regional 
high school libraries built in the last 
decade and twenty-five new schools 
were constructed in Saskatchewan in 
the past year, all with central libra- 
ries. One of the goals of the Mani- 
toba School Libraries this past year 
was “to promote international coop- 
eration and understanding among 
school librarians here and abroad.” 

Hawaii school librarians have held 
monthly meetings for the past ten 
years. 


A BRIEF REPORT OF THE JAPAN SCHOOL LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION, TOKYO, JUNE 17 AND 18 


BY NORA E. BEUST* 


A representation meeting of the 
Japan School Library Association 
composed of 70 delegates of local 
school library associations was held in 
Tokyo June 17 and 18. The writer 
had the opportunity to attend two of 
the sessions. 

On June 17 the afternoon discus- 
sion was devoted to the subject of the 
types of records the school librarian 
must keep for a school to qualify for 
the government subsidy for books. At 
present the national government pro- 
vides a subsidy on a 50-50 matching 
basis (national subsidy: 225,273,000 
yen). The aspect of the discussion that 
interested the members of the meet- 
ing was the freedom with which the 
librarians expressed themselves on the 
apparent duplication of accession rec- 
ords. The members of the Ministry 
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staff and particularly Mr. T. Fuka- 
gawa listened with sympathetic un- 
derstanding. The concensus was that 
the technical difficulties would be 
adjusted satisfactorily and no unnec- 
essary paper work would be required 
of school libraries applying for li- 
brary subsidies. 

The morning session on June 18 
was the scene of a lively symposium 
on reading good books, playing with 
good toys and seeing good movies. 
Educators, authors, policewomen, 
publishers, librarians, administrators 
and parents participated. The discus- 
sion was based on the actual experi- 


*Specialist for School and Children’s Libraries, 
Office of Education, Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare. 
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PROPOSED REVISION OF THE BYLAWS 


ARTICLE I—NAME 
The name of this organization is 
the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
LipRARIANS. It is a division of the 
American Library Association and 
works in close cooperation with it. 


ARTICLE II—PURPOSE 
The purposes of this organization are: 
A. The improvement and exten- 
sion of library services in 
schools as a means of strength- 
ing the educational programs. 
B. The cooperation with other li- 
brary and educational organiza- 
tions concerned with the wel- 
fare of children and youth. 


ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP 


Sec. 1. Regular Members. Any 
person, library, or institution inter- 
ested in school library work may be- 
come a member of the AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIANS by designating this As- 
sociation upon payment of dues to 
the American Library Association. 

Sec. 2. Honorary Members. Any 
person contributing to school library 
work may be elected to honorary 
membership in the AMERICAN AS- 
SOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIANS, without dues, at the annual 
business meeting, by a two-thirds vote 
of the members voting. Honorary 
members shall have all the rights of 
regular members except the right to 
nominate, vote, and hold office. 


Sec. 3. Life Members. Any life 
member of the American Library 
Association may become a life mem- 
ber of the AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
by designating this membership in 
accordance with the policies of the 
American Library Association. 


ArTICLE I[V—OFFICERS 


Sec. 1. List of Officers. The offi- 
cers of the AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
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are president, vice-president, record- 
ing secretary and treasurer. All of 
these are elected for a term of one 
year except the treasurer, who is 
elected for a term of three years. 


Sec. 2. President. The duties of the 
president are: 

(a) to preside at all meetings of the 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS and of the 
Board of Directors. 

(b) to appoint all standing and 
special committees not chosen other- 
wise. 

(c) to serve as an ex-officio mem- 
ber of all committees, except the 
nominating committee, with the right 
to vote only in case of tie. 

(d) to represent or designate a rep- 
resentative of the AMERICAN AS- 
SOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIAN to other organizations. 

(e) to perform any other duties as- 
signed by the convention or by the 
Board of Directors. 


Sec. 3. Vice-President. The duties 
of the vice-president, who is president 
elect are: 

(a) to perform the duties of the 
president in the absence or incapacity 
of the president. 

(b) to be in charge of the program 
meetings of the Association. 

Sec. 4. Recording Secretary. The 
duties of the recording secretary are: 

(a) to be responsible for the record- 
ing of business meetings including 
the meetings of the Board of Di- 
rectors. 

(b) to approve the minutes before 
publication. 

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The duties 
of the treasurer are: 

(a) to receive the record of funds 
of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 

(b) to serve as chairman of the 
Budget Committee. 

(c) to make a financial report of 
the members annually. 
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ARTICLE V— 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sec. 1. Members of the Board. The 
Board of Directors is composed of the 
officers of the AMERICAN ASSO- 
CIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIANS, the Past President, and eight 
Directors, each elected by and repre- 
senting one of the eight AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIANS regions, as defined in the 
list on file in its headquarters office. 

Sec. 2. Duties of the Board. The 
Board of Directors, as representatives 
of the membership, has the duty of 
acting in the place of the members in 
the interim between meetings. The 
Board of Directors is responsible for 
the execution of policies determined 
by the members in convention or by 
the Board of Directors in the interim. 
Any policy or action of the Board of 
Directors may be re-considered by the 
membership at the annual business 
meeting. 

Sec. 3. Reports. The Board of Di- 
rectors reports matters on which it 
takes action to the business meetings 
of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. It pub- 
lishes a summary of all such matters 
in the next official publication of 
the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 

Sec. 4. Term of Office. Each di- 
rector holds office for a term of two 
years, four members being elected 
each year. 

Sec. 5. Interpretation of Bylaws. 
In case of confusion or ambiguity in 
the interpretation of these bylaws, the 
Board of Directors interprets these 
bylaws. 


ArTICLE VI—STATE ASSEMBLY 


Sec. 1. Membership. The State 
Assembly is composed of the presiding 
officer or a delegate of the school li- 
brary organization, or school library 
sections, of other organizations repre- 
senting a state, territory, province or 
region, provided that each State As- 
sembly member represents at least 
twenty-five school librarians. If, in 
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any such geographical locality there 
is any school library group which is 
unrepresented in the State Assembly, 
it may apply to the president of 
the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS for a rep- 
resentative; or if no such application 
is received, the President of the 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS may ap- 
point a representative from that lo- 
cality to serve in the State Assembly. 
All State Assembly members must be 
members of the AMERICAN ASSO- 
CIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIANS. 

Sec. 2. Powers and Duties of the 
State Assembly. The duties of the 
State Assembly are: 

(a) to advise the Board of Directors 
upon request of the Board. 

(b) to make recommendations for 
action to the Board of Directors. 

(c) to receive individually and to 
study reports on policies and actions ° 
of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 

(d) to serve as a channel of com- 
munication between the Board of Di- 
rectors of the AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
and the school librarian whom he 
represents. 

Sec. 3. Meetings. The State As- 
sembly holds at least one business 
meeting at the summer and midwin- 
ter meetings of the AMERICAN AS- 
SOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIANS. 

Sec. 4. Chairman of the State As- 
sembly. The State Assembly elects a 
chairman from its membership at 
each summer and midwinter meeting. 


ARTICLE VII—COMMITTEES 


Sec. 1. Standing Committees. The 
standing committees to consider mat- 
ters which require some continuity 
of attention and membership are ap- 
pointed by the president, with ap- 
proval of the Board of Directors, for 
overlapping terms of three years with 
the possibility of reappointment for 
one additional successive term. 
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Sec. 2. Special Committees. Special 
committees may be appointed at any 
time by the president with the ap- 
proval of the Board of Directors, or 
may be elected by the members. 


Sec. 3. Nominating Committee. A 
nominating committee of at least 
three members is appointed by the 
vice-president from a list of names 
submitted by the Board of Directors 
at the mid-winter business meeting. 


Sec. 4. Budget Committee. The 
budget committee consists of the 
president, vice-president, treasurer 
(chairman) and a member at large 
appointed annually by the Board of 
Directors. 


Sec. 5. Powers and Duties of Com- 
mittees. The powers and duties of 
each committee are determined by the 
Board of Directors and are defined 
in written form and recorded in the 
Headquarters Office of the AMERI- 
CAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS. One or more copies 
of the powers and duties of the com- 
mittee must be given to its chairman 
at the beginning of his service. 


ARTICLE VIJII—STAFF 


Sec. 1. Executive Secretary. An 
executive secretary is appointed by 
the Board of Directors, with the ap- 
proval of the Executive Secretary of 
the American Library Association. 


Sec. 2. Duties. The executive sec- 
retary administers the policies of the 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS as deter- 
mined by the vote of the membership 
or by the Board of Directors. The 
executive secretary works under the 
immediate directions of *he president 
and keeps the president and Board of 
Directors of the AMERICAN AS- 
SOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIANS informed on all important 
matters. 

Sec. 3. Assistants. The executive 
secretary chooses clerical assistants, 
with approval of the Executive Sec- 
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retary of the American Library As- 
sociation. 


ArTICLE IX—NOMINATIONS 
AND ELECTIONS 

Sec. 1. Balloting by Mail. Elections 
are conducted annually by mail. Bal- 
lots are mailed to each member at 
least six weeks prior to the summer 
business meeting. 

Sec. 2. Nominations. The nomi- 
nating committee report must be an- 
nounced at least four months before 
the summer business meeting. Ballots 
include names of at least two candi- 
dates for each office, as submitted by 
the nominating committee. The 
names of any candidates who may be 
nominated by a petition signed by 
twenty-five members and filed, with 
the written consent of the nominee, 
in the Headquarters Office at least 
three months prior to the date of the 
annual business meetings are to be 
added to the official ballot. 

Sec. 3. Vote Required. A plurality 
of all legal votes cast is necessary to 
elect a candidate. A tie vote is re- 
solved by vote of the Board of Di- 
rectors. 





DUES 


The allotment to which _ the 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS is entitled 
from the American Library Associa- 
tion, serves in lieu of dues for mem- 
bers who specify this division on their 
American Library Association mem- 
bership blanks. 


ARTICLE XI—VACANCIES 


The Board of Directors has the 
power to fill all vacancies in office. 
The appointee serves until the next 
annual business meetings of the As- 
sociation. Should the office of presi- 
dent become vacant the vice-presi- 
dent becomes president to serve un- 
til the end of his elected term as 
president. The Board of Directors 
appoints an interim vice-president to 
serve until the next annual business 
meeting. 


ARTICLE X 
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ARTICLE XII—QUORUM 

Sec. 1. Business Meetings. One- 
hundred members constitutes a quo- 
rum at business meetings of the 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 

Sec. 2. State Assembly. Fifteen 
members of the State Assembly con- 
stitute a quorum. 

Sec. 3. Board of Directors and 
Committees. A majority of the mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors or of 
any committee constitutes a quorum. 
The Board of Directors and all com- 
mittees may vote by recorded cor- 
respondence. 

ARTICLE XIII— 
BUSINESS MEETINGS 

The summer business meeting is 
the annual business meeting of the 
Association. It is the general policy 
of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS to hold 
its annual business meeting in con- 
junction with the annual conference 
of the American Library Association. 
The midwinter business meeting is 
held for interim reports, general in- 
formation and action on _ routine 
matters. 





ARTICLE XIV 
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 


The rules of procedure as stated in 
the Sturgis Standard Code of Parlia- 
mentary Procedure governs this or- 
ganization in all cases to which they 
are applicable and in which they are 
not inconsistent with the bylaws or 
rules of the AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
or the American Library Association. 

ARTICLE XV—AMENDMENTS 


Sec. 1. Method. Amendments to 
these bylaws may be proposed by the 
committee on bylaws, with the ap- 
proval of the Board of Directors, or 
by a petition signed by twenty-five 
members. 

Sec. 2. Vote Required. These by- 
laws may be amended by a two-thirds 
vote of those voting at the annual 
business meeting of the AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIANS, providing the proposed 
amendment has been published in 
the official organs of the AMERI- 
CAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS at least one month be- 
fore the date of voting. 


PRE-CONFERENCE PROGRAMS 


The Production and Promotion of Children’s Books 
(Complete program, ALA BULLETIN, June 1955, pp. 279-280) 


Three hundred and thirty-two peo- 
ple from thirty states, Washington, 
D. C., and Canada attended the con- 
ference on the Production and Pro- 
motion of Children’s Books, held July 
1 and 2, 1955, in the Men’s Faculty 
Club of Columbia University. The 
conference was sponsored by the 
School of Library Service of Columbia 
University in cooperation with the 
Children’s Book Council, the Chil- 
dren’s Library Association, and the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians. A committee, consisting of 
representatives from the four partici- 
pating groups (Margaret Lesser, Mary 
Strang, Georgiana Maar, and Frances 
Henne), planned the conference with 
the objective of providing an oppor- 
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tunity for librarians working with 
children in schools and public li- 
braries, editors of children’s books, 
and others concerned with the pro- 
duction and use of children’s books to 
discuss questions and problems of 
mutual interest. In view of the ani- 
mated discussions that followed the 
talks and panel presentations and the 
enthusiastic expressions of apprecia- 
tion of the conference as a whole, it 
became apparent that the conference 
was successful, not only in terms of 
subjects selected for discussion, but 
also in presentation. 

The first day of the conference was 
devoted to a consideration of recent 
developments in the design and pro- 


13 


duction of children’s books, with talks 
on “General Printing Processes,’ by 
Leonard Shatzkin, “New Techniques 
Used in the Illustrating of Children’s 
Books,” by Margaret Lesser, and ““The 
Production and Design of Children’s 


Books,” by Morris Colman. These 
talks acquainted the conference mem- 
bers with the different processes in- 
volved in the production of children’s 
books and with the numerous prob- 
lems that confront publishers. The 
talks were supplemented or illustrated 
by two exhibits—one consisting of 
materials loaned by the publishers to 
show the various processes and pro- 
cedures used in the printing of chil- 
dren’s books and the different stages 
in their development, and the other 
consisting of the exhibit of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Graphic Arts entitled 
“Children’s Books 1953-1954,” a selec- 
tion of the best designed children’s 
books for those years. 

The morning session of the second 
day of the conference centered around 
a subject of very lively interest and 
concern—recent developments in the 
binding of childrens’ books. The two 
talks, “Current Developments in the 
Techniques and Materials Used for 
Binding Childrens’ Books,” by Alice 
Dalgliesh and “Reappraisal of Prob- 
lems Concerning Book-Bindings Suit- 
able for Library Books,” by Anne 
Izard, were followed by spirited and 
extensive discussion in which libra- 
rians, children’s book editors, and rep- 
resentatives from bookbinding con- 
cerns all participated. Three re- 
source consultants (Elizabeth Riley, 
Ethna Sheehan, and Elizabeth Staf- 
ford) answered numerous questions 
and comments that were referred to 
them. The major outcome of this 
meeting and one of the major out- 
comes of the conference as a whole was 
the recommendation (later made a 
formal resolution) that the American 





Association of School Librarians, the 
Children’s Book Council, and the 
Children’s Library Association ap- 
point a joint committee that would be 
solely concerned with exploring, 
studying, and appraising the products 
and problems in the binding of chil- 
dren’s books. 

Publishers’ promotion services avail- 
able to libraries for children consti- 
tuted the theme of the afternoon 
session of the second day. ‘Types of 
promotion services provided by pub- 
lishers were described by Virginia 
Mathews, Elizabeth Eulass, Mary 
Harvey, and Marjorie Thayer. The 
promotion services of the Children’s 
Book Council were presented by 
Louise Bonino. Ways in which libra- 
ries make use of the publishers’ pro- 
motion services were discussed by 
Rosemary Livsey, Dilla MacBean, 
Georgiana Maar, and Mary Strang. 

In summarizing the conference, 
Frances Henne noted the following 
major aspects of the talks and discus- 
sions: presentation of new knowledge 
and information relating to the pro- 
duction and promotion of childrens’ 
books; the need of and many possibil- 
ities for cooperation and communica- 
tion between publishers and_libra- 
rians; the existence of experimentation 
in the field and the desirability of 
reexamination of related current li- 
brary techniques; the need for libra- 
rians not to be unreasonable in their 
demands upon publishers in relation 
to service (sample and review copies, 
for example) and products, and to be 
more aware of the costs involved in 
producing children’s books; and the 
necessity for librarians to have more 
technical knowledge about .the pro- 
duction of books than is now general- 
ly the case, with the possibility that 
this kind of instruction might be in- 
corporated in library school curricula. 


Audio-Visual Institute 


The Audio-Visual Institute, spon- 
sored by the Audio-Visual Board, the 
Audio-Visual Round Table, and the 
Office for Adult Education, AASL’s 
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Audio-Visual Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Miss OliveDeBruler, 
presented a program on Sunday, July 
3, 2:30 P.M. at the Warwick Hotel. 
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The theme of the program was “Use 
of Library Materials in Curriculum 
Development.” 

Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas served 
as Moderator, and Miss Ethel M. 
Wood, as Recorder. Dr. Alice Sterner, 
teacher, Barringer High School, New- 
ark, New Jersey, presented a talk as 
Part I of the program, “New Uses of 
Audio-Visual Materials in Schools.” 

Part II of the program was pre- 
sented by Dr. Philip Lewis, Chair- 
man, Department of Education, Chi- 
cago Teacher’s College. He spoke on 
“The Role of the Librarian in the 
Audio-Visual Program of the School.” 

Dr. Edward Schofield, Supervisor, 
Department of ‘Textbooks, Audio- 
Visual Materials, Libraries and Radio, 
Newark, New Jersey, Schools, pre- 
sented Part III of the program. 

The speakers seemed to agree that 
to a teacher the school library as an 
instructional materials center is in- 
dispensable. Through it many types of 
materials, in addition to the printed 
book, may be made available to the 
teacher to aid him in the job of in- 
struction. 

To set up a successful materials 
center the librarian will need to be 
armed with concrete facts about the 
uses to be made of materials and 
equipment and about their character- 
istics and their costs. Even more 
important than first-hand knowledge 
of the materials themselves is the li- 
brarian’s ability to acquire and to 
help his patron use existing selection 
tools. With a centralized store of ma- 
terial and the record of its use, the 
librarian helps to avoid undesirable 
duplication in use as well as in 
acquisition. 

Mr. Schofield said of the materials 
program in the Newark schools: The 
principal role of the Department of 
‘Textbooks, Libraries, Audio-Visual 
Aids and Radio in Newark is to aid 
the teachers in their quests for ways 
of awakening interest and helping 
pupils become aware of their impera- 
tive needs by furnishing materials 
with a variety of appeals. To perform 
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its task, the Department provides for 
the central administration of all text- 
books, library books, films and radio 
programs. It makes available expert 
advice of a staff of instructional ma- 
terials specialists, provides conveni- 
ent hours of service and a place for 
examining and previewing the ma- 
terials. It also issues numerous bulle- 
tins and lists announcing materials 
available for a variety of purposes. 
The major principle underlking the 
establishment of the Department was 
the recognition of a need for acces- 
sible tools to supplement the text- 
book and for aid in securing and 
using them. 





(Continued from page 9) 


ences of the group and was realistic as 
well as constructive. There was unan- 
imity as to the need for concerted ac- 
tion based on the findings presented. 
The school library and the program of 
reading guidance were looked to as 
forces capable of making a positive 
impact on the lives of children. The 
importance of the improvement of 
books, toys and movies by the persons 
within the industry rather than cen- 
sorship and regulations from without 
was stressed. The discussion showed 
careful preparation and understand- 
ing of the problems and imagination 
in the consideration of solutions. 

Mr. Tsunenobu Fukagawa is the 
supervisor of school libraries in the 
Ministry of Education and Miss Rika 
Ohata the assistant secretary. Mr. 
Ichiro Sakamoto is the president of 
the Japan School Library Association 
and Mr. Yataro Matsuo is its execu- 
tive secretary. 

The summer program for the edu- 
cation of school librarians was car- 
ried on in 15 universities and an at- 
tendance of 200 in each of the insti- 
tutions for a four weeks period. 

The Japan Library School at Keio 
University directed by Mr. Robert 
Gitler and the National Institute for 
the training of librarians are the pro- 
fessional schools for educating libra- 
rians. 
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SUMMARY OF THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, PHILADELPHIA* 


The Board of Directors held three 
meetings on Sunday, July 3, and one 
meeting on Friday, July 8, in Conven- 
tion Hall. The meetings on July 3 
were held at 10 A.M., 2:30 P.M., and 
8:00 P.M., and on July 8 at 2:30 P.M. 

At the first meeting on July 3, Miss 
Nancy Jane Day, President, presented 
her report for 1954-55. 

The Board of Directors voted to 
approve the proposed plan for life 
memberships in ALA Divisions. That 
is, the life member may pay an ad- 
ditional $50 to the ALA for each 
additional membership he desires. 
(The final adoption of this plan is 
contingent upon approval of all ALA 
Divisions.) 

Miss Olive DeBruler, Chairman of 
the Audio-Visual Committee, report- 
ed to the Board. Miss DeBruler pre- 
sented a proposed statement of philos- 
ophy of the school library as a ma- 
terials center. The Board made sug- 
gestions for changes in the statement, 
and recommended its presentation to 
the membership at the Business 
meeting. 


The report of the Committee on 
Committees, as submitted by the 
chairman, Miss Alice N. Fedder, was 
read, and the Board discussed the 
Committee’s recommendation for a 
new committee on student assistants. 
Miss Day recommended that Mrs. 
MacBean appoint a Committee of the 
Board to define the function of such 
a committee. Mrs. MacBean appoint- 
ed Miss Rehring, Chairman, Miss 
Jaffarian, and Miss Moore to this 
Board Committee. 


Miss Day informed the Board that 
the Standards proposal would be re- 
submitted to the ALA Executive 
Board on July 7, for consideration of 
the budget for the revision of School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow, 
and for approval of the project. 

Miss Carolyn Whitenack, co-chair- 
man of the Technical Processes Com- 
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mittee, reported on the cooperation 
of the Technical Processes Commit- 
tee with the survey of the Inter- 
Divisional Committee of Cataloging 
and Classification Processes. A ques- 
tionnaire has Leen sent to school li- 
brary supervisors to determine their 
opinions on simplified classification 
numbers and subject headings for use 
in school libraries. The results of this 
study have not yet been tabulated. 

Miss Elenora Alexander, member 
of the Committee on Book Selection 
in Defense of Liberty in Schools of a 
Democracy, reported for the Chair- 
man, Miss Esther Burrin, that the 
School Library Bill of Rights would 
be submitted to the ALA Council for 
endorsement on Friday, July 8. The 
Board voted approval of the submis- 
sion of the School Library Bill of 
Rights to the general press. 

Miss H. Jean Anderson, Chairman 
of the Constitution Committee, pre- 
sented the proposed revision of the 
By-laws. The Board reviewed each 
article of the By-laws, and made sug- 
gestions for corrections and changes. 
Mrs. MacGuire made the motion that 
the By-laws be endorsed by the Board, 
and recommended that the Board 
approve the adoption of the By-laws. 
The motion was seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 

The report of the Elections Com- 
mittee was made by the Executive 
Secretary, and the recommendations 
of this Committee, submitted by Miss 
Ruth Tarbox, were approved by the 
Board. The Committee recommended 
that the membership be raised to six 
to facilitate tallying of the votes, and 
that the Committee members should 
be from the same area. It was also 
recommended that the ballot should 
be set up in a form to simplify 
counting. 





_ *Copies of Minutes of Board and Business meet- 
ings are available on request to office headquarters. 
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The report of the Nominating 
Committee was made by the Execu- 
tive Secretary, as submitted by Miss 
Sybil Barid, Chairman. The Nomi- 
nating Committee submitted two rec- 
ommendations for next year: 1) that 
the Committee be appointed at Mid- 
winter 2) that the Board consider in- 
cluding biographies of candidates for 
Councilors, as well as Officers and 
Board members, with the election bal- 
lot. The Board approved both rec- 
ommendations, the second by vote. 

Miss Sara Jaffarian, Chairman of 
the Membership Committee, reported 
that the membership of AASL as of 
May, 1955 was 3221, with 1193 mem- 
bers from 1954 not yet renewed. Miss 
Mahar suggested that a letter be sent 
from the Headquarters Office to the 
members not yet renewed. This sug- 
gestion was approved by the Board. 

The Board approved the appoint- 
ment of Miss Pauline A. O’Melia and 
Mrs. Agnes G. Ruhl as AASL repre- 
sentatives to the Brussels Conference, 
and the submission of their names to 
Mr. Douglas W. Bryant, Chairman, 
ALA International Relations Board, 
for approval as ALA representatives. 

Miss Day reported on the good re- 
sponse which she received as Presi- 
dent of AASL to the letters which 
were sent to Chief State Education 
Officers regarding AASL’s interest in 
cooperation with the White House 
Conference on Education. Miss Day 
requested Mrs. McGuire and Dr. 
Maud Minster to write a report on 
the AASL program on the White 
House Conference for SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES. 

The Board approved Miss Day’s 
editorship of the articles on school 
libraries for the February, 1956 issue 
of the ALA Bulletin. Miss Day re- 
quested that the Board submit sug- 
gestions to her for articles and 
writers. 

At the meeting of the Board on 
Sunday evening, July 3, AASL Coun- 
cilors were present. Sections of the 
report of the Management Survey 
were read aloud. The consensus ex- 
pressed was that of,approval of the 
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Survey, and the Board considered it 
should be referred to the membership 
of ALA. 

The Board voted, at its meeting on 
Friday, July 8, that advertising in 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES be considered 
by the Editorial Board, without fur- 
there consideration by the Board of 
Directors. 

The executive Secretary reported 
on the action of the ALA Executive 
Board on Thursday, July 7, in ap- 
proving the proposal of the Standards 
Committee, under the co-chairman- 
ship of Miss Ruth Ersted and Dr. 
Frances Henne, for the revision of 
School Libraries for Today and To- 
morrow. 

The Board approved the appoint- 
ment of one person to fill the vacant 
position of part-time clerical assistant 
at the Headquarters Office. 

The Board voted to approve the 
Committee appointments of the new 
president, Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean. 
It also voted the creation of a new 
Exhibits Committee. 

Professional relations of AASL with 
other educational organizations were 
discussed by the new Board which 
met on Friday, July 8. Several sug- 
gestions were made by Board mem- 
bers. Mrs. MacBean suggested a two 
day conference of school library su- 
pervisors before the meeting of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators. She also suggested that 
the panel discussion at the meeting of 
the American Association of School 
Administrators be concerned with the 
school library as a materials center. 
Miss Mattie Ruth Moore, member 
of the Board of Directors, suggested 
that the panel define a materials cen- 
ter. Miss Jessie Boyd, member of the 
Board, suggested that brochures of the 
speeches on the program on_ the 
White House Conference be included 
in the conference envelope of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators. 

The report of the Professional Re- 
lations Committee, as submitted by 


(Continued on page 23) 
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SUMMARY OF THE AASL BUSINESS MEETING, 
PHILADELPHIA 


The Business Meeting was held on 
Thursday, July 7, 2:30 P.M. at Hous- 
ton Hall, University of Pennsylvania, 
with Miss Nancy Jane Day, President, 
presiding. The minutes of the Busi- 
ness Meeting at Midwinter were ap- 
proved. 

Miss Ruth Tarbox, Chairman of 
the Elections Committee, reported on 
the 1955 Elections, as follows: Vice- 
president and president-elect, Dr. Lil- 
lian Batchelor, Assistant Supervisor 
of School Libraries, Philadelphia; 
Board of Directors, Region 1—Miss 
Katherine Gallivan, Librarian, Hope 
High School, Providence, Rhode Is- 
land; Region 4—Miss Mattie Ruth 
Moore, Coordinator of Library Sci- 
ence, Public Schools, Dallas, Texas; 
Region 7—Mrs. Dora Leavitt Hay, 
Head Librarian, Cleveland _Jr.-Sr. 
High School and Coordinator of Li- 
brary Service, Seattle, Washington; 
Region 8—Miss Jessie Boyd, Director, 
Public School Libraries, Oakland, 
California; ALA Councilors — M iss 
Carolyn Whitenack, Director of 
School Libraries, State Department of 
Public Instruction, Indianapolis, In- 
diana; Miss Elizabeth H. Clarke, Li- 
brarian, Jane Addams Jr. High 
School, Seattle, Washington; Miss 
Caroline Holmes, Director of School 
Libraries, Columbus, Ohio; Miss 
Marylyn Davis, Librarian, Green- 
wich High School, Greenwich, Con- 
necticut; Miss Othella Denman, Head 
Librarian, Waco High School Li- 
brary, Waco, Texas. The total num- 
ber of ballots received were 1510. 

Miss Day introduced the newly 
elected officers, Board members and 
Councilors, and the officers and 
Board members were called to the 
platform. 


Miss Myrtle N. Dunlap, Treasurer, 
reported the balance in the budget as 
of April 30, 1955 as $8027.28. The 
proposed tentative budget for 1955- 
56 is $19,200. 
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Miss Olive DeBruler, Chairman, 
Audio-Visual Committee, commented 
on the need for a statement of philos- 
ophy on the school library as a ma- 
terials center. She read a draft of the 
statement, stated that it would be 
published in the October SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES, and placed on _ the 
agenda for discussion at the Midwin- 
ter Business meeting (See page 24). 

Miss Elenora Alexander reported 
for the Committee on Book Selection 
in Defense of Liberty in Schools of a 
Democracy that the School Library 
Bill of Rights would be presented for 
endorsement at the ALA Council at 
its meeting on Friday, July 8. 


Copies of the report of the AASL 
International Relations Committee 
for 1955 were distributed at the meet- 
ing by the chairman, Jean Lowrie. 
This report states: During the past 
year the International Relations Com- 
mittee published a list of contacts for 
overseas study and exchange in the 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES for March 
1955. 


A file has been established by 
country to include names of persons 
or libraries to visit, write to, etc. for 
those who are interested in school li- 
brary service in other lands. Out of 
this has come a folder (printed 
through the courtesy of Longmans 
Green) available at this conference 
which will be a guide to all travelers 
—real or armchair. (The folder, 
Going Places? is available on request 
from the Headquarters office.) Plans 
are still embryonic, but it is hoped 
that a blanket mailing of the new 
CARE book list will go out to all 
members early this fall. 


The attention of the membership 
is once again called to the very inter- 
esting and usable groups of foreign 
children’s books, printed in the orig- 
inal language, available from 

Mr. Fabio Coen 

Package Library of Foreign 


School Librarie. 
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69-41 Groton St. 
Forest Hills 
Long Island, New York 75. 


If any AASL members know a 
school librarian or a librarian giving 
some service to schools in another 
country, please send name, school, 
address and any other pertinent in- 
formation to the committee. 


Miss H. Jean Anderson, Chairman 
of the Constitution Committee, in- 
troduced the proposed revision of the 
By-Laws. Copies were in the hands of 
the audience. It was voted that the 
By-Laws be discussed point by point. 
There was no discussion on any point 
except Article VIII, “Staff”. The ques- 
tion was raised whether implementa- 
tion of the Management Survey might 
affect this Article, but after brief dis- 
cussion, it was pointed out that the 
By-Laws would be necessary during 
the interim period. The By-Laws were 
put to a vote, and passed unani- 
mously. 


Mrs. Lois Pilson, member of the 
Elementary School Libraries Commit- 
tee, reported for the Chairman, Miss 
Lois Fannin. The report covered the 
following points: The Committee is 
considering the distribution of the re- 
sults of the statistical survey about 
teacher training programs in Teachers 
Colleges to the colleges who answered 
the questionnaire, and to _ other 
teacher colleges; the Committee may 
work on the compilation of a basic 
book list for elementary schools; the 
Committee wishes suggestions for ef- 
fective distribution of the new 
pamphlet on the elementary school 
library, Let’s Do a Little Arithmetic; 
the Committee is discussing the pos- 
sibilities of articles in the area of 
Elementary libraries. 

Miss Sara Jaffarian, Chairman, 
Membership Committee, reported on 
Membership, as presented to the 
Board of Directors. Miss Day com- 
mented on the problem of non-re- 
newals. 


In the absence of the chairman, 
Miss Wilma Bennett, Miss Day re- 
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ported for the Recruitment Commit- 
tee. The work on the new brochure 
is proceeding, and $500 has been 
badgoeed for the printing. The Com- 
mittee is also working on ways to get 
information to different groups of 
prospective librarians. 


Miss Norris McClellan, Editor of 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES, _ indicated 
that the publication is its own report. 
She stated that SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIES is remaining within its budget, 
and expressed appreciation to mem- 
bers who have contributed articles. 


Miss Day mentioned that the report 
of the Committee on Committees had 
been presented to the Board of Di- 
rectors. 


Miss Day explained that at the same 
time as the Business Meeting, the Co- 
Chairman of the Standards Commit- 
tee, Miss Ruth Ersted and Dr. Fran- 
ces Henne, with the Executive Secre- 
tary, were attending a meeting of the 
ALA Executive Board, in order to 
present the proposal for the revision 
of School Libraries for Today and 
Tomorrow, and the Committee’s con- 
census on the budget, to the Execu- 
tive Board, in order to obtain ap- 
proval of the proposal and of seek- 
ing funds from a foundation for its 
support. She explained the need for 
research in preparing the new stand- 
ards, and reviewed the action of the 
ALA Executive Board at Midwinter 
in requesting the Standards Commit- 
tee to reconsider the budget proposed 
by the Committee. 


Mrs. Effie LaPlante, Co-Chairman 
of the Technical Processes Commit- 
tee, referred to the article in the May 
issue of SCHOOL LIBRARIES, “Why 
the Inter-Divisional Committee?” as 
explanatory of the interest of the 
Technical Processes Committee in the 
survey to study the needs of school 
libraries in classification and cata- 
loging which is at present being car- 
ried on. Mrs. LaPlante also reported 
on the DCC proposed study of reader 
and staff use of the library catalog, 
and stated that school libraries would 


19 


probably be included in this study. 
Sidney L. Jackson, Brooklyn Public 
Library, will be director of the study. 

Miss Blanche Janecek, Chairman of 
the AASL-CEP Materials project 
Committee, summarized the proce- 
dures of the Committee, and stated 
that the bibliography of materials in 
Citizen-Education will be published 
in a paperbound pamphlet in Sep- 
tember. The pamphlet has not yet 
been titled. Miss Janecek suggested 
that librarians should write to the 
Citizens Education Project, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, for 
copies. 

Miss Alice Lohrer, AASL repre- 
sentative on the Committee on Divi- 
sional Relations, recommended that 
the AASL Board of Directors appoint 
a committee to study AASL’s struc- 
ture and constitution, in relation to 
the recommendations of the Manage- 
ment Survey. 

Miss Day gave a summary of the 
action of the Board of Directors at 
the Philadelphia Conference, on the 
following points: Life membership in 
Divisions, presentation of the Audio- 
Visual statement to the membership, 
endorsement of the By-Laws, appoint- 


ment of Miss O’Melia and Mrs. Ruhl 
as representatives to the Brussels Con- 
ference, inclusion of biographies of 
Councilors in the Election ballots. 
Miss Day also announced the ap- 
proval of the Board of Directors of 
the Management Survey, and the 
Board’s recommendation that it be re- 
ferred to the membership before ac- 
tion was taken. She stated that she 
would be editor of the February 
ALA Bulletin articles on school li- 
braries, as the Board of Directors had 
approved. Miss Day then gave the 
President’s report for 1954-55. Miss 
Day expressed thanks to Miss Nassau 
and Dr. Batchelor, AASL Co-Chair- 
man of the Philadelphia Conference, 
and to Mrs. Cheney, Exhibits Chair- 
man. 

The gavel was then presented to 
the new President, Mrs. Dilla W. 
MacBean, by Miss Day. Mrs. Mac- 
Bean made a short address of ac- 
knowledgment, and expressed the 
hope that the work of AASL would 
be carried forward in the next twelve 
months as effectively as in the past. 
She requested the cooperation of the 
membership in furthering the work 
of the Association. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT, 1954-55* 


NANCY JANE DAY 


This year the American Associa- 
tion of School Librarians has em- 
phasized cooperation with the Ameri- 
can Library Association and its divi- 
sions and with the various educa- 
tional groups in the country. 

Although we are still concerned as 
a Division with organization we have, 
during this year, begun to find our- 
selves in relationship to the American 
Library Association and to the other 
divisions of the American Library 
Association. This year for the first 
time all Divisions were given a chance 
to report to ALA Council on the 
work of the Divisions at the Mid- 
winter meeting. We have cooperated 
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with ALA by contributing to the ex- 
penses of an ALA representative to 
the Council of the International Fed- 
eration of Library Associations which 
met in Yugoslavia September 27-Oc- 
tober 1, 1954 and have contributed 
to the New York office of the Joint 
Committee on Reprinting which is to 
work in liason with publishers on the 
reprinting of out-of-print books. 
Moreover we co-sponsored along with 
other divisions a DCC general meet- 
ing during this conference for dis- 
cussion of catalog code revisions. We 





*Presented at the Business Meeting, Philadelphia, 
July 7, 1955. 
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co-sponsored with the School of Li- 
brary Service, Columbia University, 
The Children’s Book Council and the 
Children’s Library Association a pre- 
conference in New York on the Pro- 
duction and Promotion of Children’s 
Books. Our Audio-Visual Committee 
has worked with the Joint Audio- 
Visual Board which sponsored the 
Audio-Visual Institute held just be- 
fore the Philadelphia Conference. 
The school librarians will continue to 
work with the Standards Committee 
of the Public Libraries Division when 
called on. Representatives from the 
DLCYP are serving on our committee 
for revision of School Libraries for 
Today and Tomorrow. AASL also 
sent a statement in support of the 
Library Services Bill to be recorded 
in the “Hearings” report. 


During the few years in which our 
division has been in existence great 
strides have been made in working 
with educational groups. We were 
pleased this year when AASA asked 
us to participate in a panel discus- 
sion on school libraries in its various 
regional meetings. We did so and felt 
it was a rewarding experience in spite 
of the fact that the meetings were 
toward the end of the Conference and 
perhaps not as well attended as we 
should have liked. Our Vice-Presi- 
dent, Executive Secretary and AASL 
members in the various regions repre- 
sented us at the meetings. 


Besides the AASA we have coop- 
erated with ASCD this year. Mrs. 
Dilla MacBean, your Vice-President, 
served as Chairman for planning a 
meeting at which school libraries were 
discussed during the annual confer- 
ence of ASCD in Chicago. Our Ex- 
ecutive Secretary attended the ACEI 
Conference and the DAVI annual 
Conference. We were invited and are 
participating in the discussion “The 
Shape of Things to Come in Instruc- 
tional Materials and Services,” during 
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the section meeting of DAVI at the 
NEA Conference which is now meet- 
ing in Chicago. 

Due to membership emphasis, our 
Association has continued to grow 
with a gain of more than 500 in 
membership. Increasing membership 
is important in order that we reach 
as many school librarians as possible 
in our efforts to develop and improve 
school library services to the schools 
in the United States. The broader our 
membership, the greater our results. 
It is important, moreover, that we 
have an Association of at least 5000 
members if we are to adequately fi- 
nance our division for the work which 
it wishes to accomplish. This is the 
first year in which AASL has not re- 
ceived a subsidy from the American 
Library Association. You will re- 
member that ALA gave to AASL a 
subsidy of $12,000 to help us in our 
early stages of development. We are 
now on our own and must support 
our program through membership. 


Our committees continue to carry 
on the work of the Association for as 
you know most of the projects of the 
Association have been done through 
the voluntary work of committee 
members. A committee has _ been 
studying the Constitution of the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians with the idea of suggesting 
revisions. Their report was published 
in SCHOOL LIBRARIES. It suggests 
a new set of by-laws for the American 
Association of School Librarians. 
These will be considered this after- 
noon. (Adopted at the business meet- 
ing.) You will note the use of the 
term by-laws instead of Constitution. 
As a division of the American Library 
Association we work under the Con- 
stitution of this Association with by- 
laws which will govern our own di- 
vision. 

The American Association of 
School Librarians, at its Mid-winter 
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meeting, approved a School Library 
Bill of Rights which is concerned with 
the selection of materials for school 
libraries. The Association has been 
concerned with pressures which have 
been brought to bear on schools con- 
cerning materials found in their li- 
braries. A tentative report of this was 
made at the last annual Conference. 
We are now presenting the School 
Bill of Rights to the ALA Executive 
Board and Council in the hopes that 
they will give it ALA endorsement. 
(This was endorsed by the ALA Ex- 
ecutive Board and the ALA Council.) 

At the Midwinter meeting the 
State Assembly discussed ways in 
which the members of the Assembly 
could be of more service to AASL 
and ways of reporting more effec- 
tively the work in the States to the 
membership of AASL. Out of this dis- 
cussion came the suggestion that a 
manual be prepared for members of 
the State Assembly in which the 
functions and duties of the State As- 
sembly members would be explained 
and the purpose and work of AASL 
committees be clarified so that the 
members of the State Assembly could 
make effective suggestions for com- 
mittee work. Miss Naomi Hokanson, 
President of the Minnesota Associa- 
tion of Schoel Librarians, offered to 
prepare the handbook. Copies have 
been presented to the State Assembly 
members for their use. We believe 
they will find it useful, hope they 
will make suggestions concerning its 
improvement and pass on to their 
successors. The other suggestion grow- 
ing out of the State Assembly discus- 
sion was that we have States send in 
reports once a year and that reports 
from each region be made at the 
State Assembly Breakfast instead of 
reports from each State Assembly 
member. The Assembly Breakfast 
this year carried out this suggestion. 
We hope you liked it. 


2D 


- 





A brochure on 


the elementary 
school library entitled Let’s Do a 
Little Arithmetic and Figure in the 
Elementary School Library has been 
published and is now ready for dis- 
tribution. The committee has worked 


on this for some time and we are 
pleased to have it ready for distribu- 
tion for we need to stress the impor- 
tance of elementary school libraries 
even more than we have in times past. 

Money has been voted for the pub- 
lication of a recruitment folder. This 
has not as yet been published. 


The Board of Directors made an 
effort this year to get the Nominating 
Committee for 1955-56 set up early in 
order for the committee to have all 
the time necessary for its work. The 
Nominating Committees for several 
years past have felt that they have 
not had sufficient time for operating 
effectively. If anyone of you has sug- 
gestions I am sure the Nominating 
Committee would be pleased to have 
them. Mrs. Sara Srygley, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, is Chairman 
and the following are members of 
the committee: Elizabeth Stafford, 
Thelma Pearce, Jane Strebel and Lois 
Fannin. 

We are continuing to work on a 
revision of standards. A_ proposed 
plan was worked out and presented 
to the ALA Executive Board. How- 
ever, the Executive Board at Mid- 
winter thought further explanation 
was needed concerning the budget re- 
quested for the project. Since we are 
a division of the American Library 
Association our request for funds 
from outside agencies must be pre- 
sented to the ALA Executive Board 
and through them to the agency. We 
are again presenting our request to 
the ALA Executive Board here in 
Philadelphia and hope this time to 
meet satisfactorily the criticisms made 
at Midwinter. (The ALA Executive 
Board approved the plan.) Our Stand- 
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ards revision takes a somewhat dif- 
ferent approach from the work of the 
other committees working on stand- 
ards. We feel that in times past we 
have set up standards on a rather 
arbitrary basis. This time we want 
first to gather objective evidence upon 
which to base our standards. We have 
thought in terms of a long range pro- 
gram, perhaps two years. 

This year we have emphasized the 
White House Conference on Educa- 
tion. Letters have been written by 
your President to all Chief State 
School Officers and to all Presidents 
of State School Library Associations 
or Sections in an effort to get before 
them the importance of including 
school libraries in the White House 
Conference study. Your President at- 
tended the general meeting of the 
National Organizations Round Table 
in Washington where the White 
House Conference and the place of 
the various national organizations in 
the Conference and its planning were 
discussed. We have also devoted our 
general meeting at this annual con- 
ference to the White House Confer- 
ence. Mr. Clint Pace, Director of the 
White House Conference, and Mr. 
Jordan Larson and Mr. Benjamin 
Smith, two school superintendents, 
discussed with us the conference and 
its implications for each of us in the 
improvement of school library 
services. 

Your President attended a joint 
meeting of the ALA and the Ameri- 
can Book Publishers Association 
where a report was made by the com- 
mittee on Reading Development. The 
committee was concerned with the 
strengthening of reading at the secon- 
dary level, but later plan to work on 
strengthening the reading of elemen- 
tary school children. } 

During this year we have continued 
the practice of working with the Edi- 
tor of the ALA Bulletin in focusing 
attention on school libraries in the 
February issue of the Bulletin. Mrs. 
McGuire, your past President, was 
responsible for securing and editing 
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material. This year the theme was 
“How Effective are Our School Li- 
braries.” Reprints of this material 
were made and have been widely dis- 
tributed from AASL Headquarters. 

We have welcomed to Headquar- 
ters a new Executive Secretary, Miss 
Mary Helen Mahar. She has made a 
fine contribution to our program. 
She came to Headquarters November 
29, 1954, and has been hard at it ever 
since. The position of Executive Sec- 
retary is now set up as a G-13 position 
in keeping with Executive Secretaries 
of other divisions. Effective on Sep- 
tember | there is a new salary sched- 
ule for ALA positions above G-12 
through G-17, those below G-12 hav- 
ing gone into effect earlier. 

Serving as President of your divi- 
sion has been a stimulating and in- 
teresting experience. It does one good 
to work with such a_ cooperative 
group. Everyone has been willing to 
do his share. I am sure Mrs. MacBean, 
who has worked so faithfully this 
year and made my position so much 
easier will find the same feeling of 
friendly cooperation and good will 
which adds up to a rich and reward- 
ing experience. 





(Continued from Page 17) 
the chairman, Miss Nancy Burge, was 
read by the Executive Secretary. The 
Committee has concentrated its ef- 
forts in the elementary school field. 
It has written letters to several na- 
tional organizations offering the serv- 
ices of AASL, and has arranged with 
the National Council of the Social 
Studies to consider elementary school 
libraries at their next meeting. 

The Board voted that coverage of 
other educational meetings be left to 
the discretion of the President and 
the Executive Secretary. 

The Board approved the proposed 
tentative budget for AASL for 1955- 
56. The Board also approved writing 
letters of appreciation to the admin- 
istrators of the officers and board 
members, for permitting them to de- 
vote their time to the American As- 
sociation of School Librarians. 
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PROPOSED STATEMENT OF AASL’S PHILOSOPHY OF 
THE SCHOOL LIBRARY: AN INSTRUCTIONAL 


MATERIALS CENTER* 


The American Association of 
School Librarians believes that the 
school library is the proper center 
for instructional materials. Teaching 
methods now used in elementary and 
secondary education call for exten- 
sive and frequently combined use of 
traditional along with many new and 
different kinds of instructional ma- 
terials. Newer methods of teaching 
advocated by leaders in the field of 
curriculum development depend for 
their success upon a cross-media ap- 
proach to learning. A convenient way 
of approaching instructional materials 
on a subject or problem basis must 
be immediately at hand. 

Historically, libraries of all types 
have been established to provide con- 
venient centers for locating ideas and 
information which are important to 
the communities they serve. The in- 
terest a modern school has in finding 
and using good motion pictures, 
sound recordings, filmstrips and other 
newer media challenges and gives in- 
creased dimension to_ established 
school library roles. 

In good library practice, school li- 
brarians not only provide the ma- 
terials and equipment needed for 
classroom teaching and study, but 
they also help both pupils and teach- 
ers to discover new materials of in- 
terest and to determine their instruc- 
tional values. The librarian encour- 
ages development of appreciation for 
and the ability to make good and 
continuing use of materials and li- 
brary services. Taking into account 
the individual differences of children 
and young people, the school libra- 
rian stimulates and guides each child 
in the selection and use of materials 
for the building of taste on an appro- 
priate level of maturity. 


The chief work of an instructional 
materials center is to locate, gather, 
provide, and coordinate a_ school’s 
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materials for learning and the equip- 
ment required for use of these ma- 
terials. Responsibility for the produc- 
tion of new instructional materials 
and for supervising regular programs 
of in-service training for use of newer 
media may be delegated to or shared 
with other specialists. In any event, 
trained school librarians must be 
ready to serve as consultants and su- 
pervisors of instructional materials 
service on all levels of school admin- 
istration—in the individual school 
building, for the city or county unit, 
for the state. 

School librarians are qualified to 
administer a center for instructional 
materials. They are educated as teach- 
ers and normally meet state require- 
ments for regular teaching certificates. 
They receive special training in 
analysis, educational evaluation, se- 
lection, organization, systematic dis- 
tribution, and use of all the instruc- 
tional materials a school requires. 
The professional education of school 
librarians contributes a basic knowl- 
edge of learning processes, teaching 
methods, and the psychology of chil- 
dren and adolescents; also school li- 
brarians must be familiar with the 
history and current trends in develop- 
ment of school curricula. 

In summary, the _ professionally 
trained school librarian is both a 
teacher and an instructional materials 
specialist. With adequate funds and 
staff, the school library will serve as 
an efficient and economical means of 
supplying all the instructional ma- 
terials and related equipment needed 
for a school program. In addition, it 
will provide informed guidance con- 
cerning their selection and use. 





*Members of AASL who would like to send 
comments, Criticisms or suggestions for changes in 
the statement, should address them to Dr. C. Walter 
Stone, the new chairman of the Audio-Visual Com- 
mittee, University of Illinois Library School, Ur- 
bana, Illinois. 
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